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BYLAWS   OF   NETWORK   49   NFP 

ARTICLE   I 

OFFICES 

Section   1.    Registered   Office.  

Network   49   NFP   shall   at   all   �mes   maintain   in   the   State   of   Illinois   a   registered   agent,   whose   business 
office   shall   be   the   registered   office   of   Network   49   NFP. 

Section   2.    Other   Offices.  

Network   49   NFP   may   also   have   such   other   offices   within   or   without   the   49 th    Ward   of   Chicago   as   the 
Steering   Commi�ee   may,   from   �me   to   �me,   designate,   and   as   the   business   and   affairs   of   Network   49 
NFP   may   require.  

ARTICLE   II 

PURPOSES 

Section   1.    Nature   of   Corporation.   

Network   49   NFP   is   a   nonprofit   corpora�on   formed   under   the   Illinois   General   Not   For   Profit   Corpora�on 
Act   of   1986.  

Section   2.    Primary   Purposes.   
 
Network   49   is   organized   for   the   charitable   and   educa�onal   purposes   set   forth   in   its   Ar�cles   of 
Incorpora�on   filed   with   the   State   of   Illinois.  
 
Section   3.   Mission.  
 
Network   49   is   a   resident-led,   independent,   progressive,   poli�cal   organiza�on   commi�ed   to   organizing 
and   advoca�ng   for   policies   and    elected   leadership   that   advance   a   high   quality   of   community   life, 
benefi�ng   all   residents,   in   the   49 th    Ward. 
 
Section   4.   Scope   of   Activities.   

No   part   of   the   net   earnings   of   the   organiza�on   shall   inure   to   the   benefit   of   or   be   distributable   to   its 
Steering   Commi�ee   Members   (“Directors”),   Members,   or   to   other   private   persons,   except   that   the 
organiza�on   shall   be   authorized   and   empowered   to   pay   reasonable   compensa�on   for   services   rendered 
or   expenses   incurred   in   furtherance   of   its   charitable   purposes.    Notwithstanding   any   other   provision   of 
this   document,   the   organiza�on   shall   not   carry   on   any   other   ac�vi�es   not   permi�ed   to   be   carried   on:   (a) 
by   an   organiza�on   exempt   from   federal   income   tax   under   sec�on   501(c)(3)   of   the   Internal   Revenue 
Code,   or   corresponding   sec�on   of   any   future   federal   tax   code;   or   (b)   by   an   organiza�on   for   which 
contribu�ons   are   deduc�ble   under   sec�on   170(c)(2)   of   the   Internal   Revenue   Code   or   corresponding 
sec�on   of   any   future   federal   tax   code. 

Section   5.   Dissolution.     
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Upon   dissolu�on   of   the   organiza�on,   the   Network   49   NFP’s   assets   shall   be   distributed   for   one   or   more 
exempt   purposes   within   the   meaning   of   sec�on   501(c)(3)   of   the   Internal   Revenue   Code,   or 
corresponding   sec�on   of   any   future   federal   tax   code,   or   shall   be   distributed   to   the   federal,   state   or   local 
government   for   a   public   purpose.   Any   such   assets   not   disposed   of   by   the   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   be 
disposed   of   by   the   County   Court   of   the   county   in   which   the   principal   office   of   the   organiza�on   is   then 
located   exclusively   for   such   purposes   or   to   such   organiza�on   or   organiza�ons   as   said   Court   shall 
determine   further   those   purposes. 

Section   6.   Non-discrimination.  

Network   49   shall   not   discriminate   against   any   person   or   group   of   persons   on   the   basis   of   race,   culture, 
ethnicity,   age,   religion,   socioeconomic   status,   sexual   orienta�on,   gender,   gender   iden�ty,   disability   or   on 
the   basis   of   any   protected   class   status   as   defined   in   the   Illinois   Human   Rights   Act   or   Chicago   Human 
Rela�ons   Ordinance. 

Section   Seven.   Fiscal   Year. 

The   fiscal   year   for   Network   49   shall   be   November   1   –   October   31.  

ARTICLE   III 

STEERING   COMMITTEE 

Section   1.    General   Powers.   

The   governance   of   the   Organiza�on   shall   be   vested   in   Directors,   who   collec�vely   shall   comprise   a 
Steering   Commi�ee,      which   shall   have   the   general   power   to   manage   and   control   the   affairs   and   property 
of   Network   49   NFP,   and   shall   have   full   power,   by   majority   vote,   to   adopt   rules   and   regula�ons   governing 
the   management   and   opera�on   of   Network   49   NFP.  

All   Directors   shall   promote   Network   49,   recruit   new   members   and   raise   funds   for   the   organiza�on.  

All   Directors   shall   devote   at   least   one   hour   per   week   to   the   work   of   the   organiza�on.  

The   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   determine   the   frequency   and   loca�ons   of   membership   mee�ngs.  

The   Steering   Commi�ee   will   advocate   internally   and   externally   for   the   be�erment   of   the   Organiza�on 
and   will   liaison   with   like-minded   organiza�ons.  

Where   ma�ers   of   policy   are   to   be   discussed   publicly,   the   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   be   responsible   for 
sta�ng   the   posi�ons   of   the   Organiza�on. 

The   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   establish   annual   goals   and   objec�ves   for   the   Organiza�on,   monitor 
progress,   and   ensure   the   Organiza�on   operates   according   to   its   stated   mission   and   annual   organiza�onal 
goals. 

Section   2.    Number,   Election,   and   Term   of   Office.   

The   Steering   Commi�ee      shall   consist   of   not   less   than   five   (5)   and   no   more   than   fi�een   (15)   members, 
who   shall   be   known   as   Directors.   Elec�on   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   be   by   vote   of   the   eligible 
Members   of   Network   49   NFP,   which   shall   occur,   except   in   the   case   of   filling   vacancies,   at   each   Annual 
Mee�ng.   The   Term   of   Office   for   any   Director   shall   be   two   (2)   years,   except   for   the   first   elec�on.   For   the 
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first   elec�on,   ⅓   of   the   Directors   will   be   elected   for   one   (1)   year   terms,   1/3   will   be   elected   for   two   year 
terms,   and   ⅓   will   be   elected   for   three   (3)   year   terms.   At   the   conclusion   of   the   terms   of   each   Director,   the 
terms   of   office   shall   be   for   two   years,   with   ⅓   of   the   directors   standing   for   elec�on   annually.  

   There   are   no   term   limits   for   Directors. 

Section   3.   Qualifications   for   Directors.  

Any     Member   in   good   standing   of   the   Organiza�on   may   stand   for   elec�on   as   Director,   provided   that   no 
more   than   one   Member   from   any   household   may   serve   as   a   Director   concurrent   to   any   other   household 
member 

Section   4.   Nominations   and   Voting. 

Any   member   may   nominate   any   other   member   for   elec�on   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee,   provided   the 
nomina�on   seconded   by   a   Member   who   is   not   the   nominee.   The   Steering   Commi�ee   may   create   a 
nomina�ng   commi�ee   to   present   a   slate   of   candidates,   provided   that   nomina�on   of   each   nominee   is 
presented   individually. 

Each   nominee   for   the   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   be   voted   on   individually.   Candidates   may   run   as   a   slate, 
but   no   elec�on   of   any   Director   shall   be   con�ngent   on   the   elec�on   of   any   other   Director. 

Section   5.    Officers.  

   At   the   first   mee�ng   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee   following   the   elec�on   of   the   Directors,   the   Steering 
Commi�ee   shall   elect   from   among   its   members:   two   Co-Chairs   of   different   gender   iden��es,   a   Secretary, 
Treasurer   and   such   other   Officers   as   it   may   consider   appropriate   with   such   du�es   as   it   may   prescribe. 
Officers   terms   shall   be   two   (2)   years. 

Section   6.    Vacancies.   

If   a   vacancy   of   an   elected   Steering   Commi�ee   member   occurs,   the   remaining   Directors   shall   nominate 
and   affirm   by   majority   vote   any   person   who   is   an   eligible   Member   of   the   organiza�on.   Any   Director   so 
elected   to   fill   a   vacancy   shall   hold   office   for   the   unexpired   term   of   his/her/their   predecessor   in   office.  

Section   7.    Annual   Meeting.   

The   Organiza�on   shall   hold   an   Annual   Mee�ng   at   such   �me   and   place   as   the   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   by 
resolu�on   prescribe.   The   purpose   of   such   mee�ng   shall   be   to   hold   elec�ons   for   the   Steering   Commi�ee 
and   any   other   business   as   the   Steering   Commi�ee   may   elect   to   discuss.   No�ce   of   the   Annual   mee�ng 
shall   be   provided   to   the   Members   by   electronic   mail   and   publica�on   to   the   Organiza�on’s   website   not 
less   than   30   days   in   advance   of   said   mee�ng.  

Section   8.    Regular   Meetings. 

The   Steering   Commi�ee   will   call   Regular   Mee�ngs   of   the   members   not   less   than   once   per   calendar 
quarter   of   each   year.   The   purpose   of   such   mee�ngs   shall   be   to   update   the   membership   on   organiza�on 
ac�vity,   present   new   business,   discuss   ma�ers   of   policy   or   general   educa�on   on   issues,   or   for   such 
purposes   as   the   board   may   decide.  



Network   49   Bylaws   4 

At   each   Regular   Mee�ng,   the   Secretary   shall   maintain   a   list   of   Members   eligible   to   par�cipate   and   shall 
call   the   Roll,   if   so   requested   by   the   Chair   of   the   Mee�ng. 

A   minimum   of   10%   of   the   Members   shall   be   required   to   cons�tute   a   Quorum   for   conduc�ng   business   at 
a   Regular   Mee�ng.   A   Director   or   Office   shall   be   counted   as   a   Member   for   purposes   of   coun�ng   a 
quorum. 

In   the   absences   of   a   quorum,   but   at   a   mee�ng   in   which   at   least   a   majority   of   Directors   is   present,   a 
Regular   Mee�ng   may   be   held,   though   any   decisions   made   shall   be   affirmed   at   the   next   mee�ng   of   the 
Steering   Commi�ee   before   they   may   be   formally   adopted   and   considered   binding   on   the   organiza�on. 

Section   9.   Special   Meetings.   

Special   mee�ngs   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee   may   be   called   by   or   at   the   request   of   the   Co-Chairs   or   any 
Directors.    The   person   or   persons   calling   a   Special   Mee�ng   may   fix   the   Special   Mee�ng   at   any   reasonable 
date,   hour,   and   place   within   the   49 th    Ward   of   the   City   of   Chicago,   as   may   be   reasonable   and   prac�cal   to 
ensure   a�endance   by   the   other   Directors. 

Section   10.    Notice.   

No�ce   of   a   Special   Mee�ng   shall   be   delivered   by   email   not   less   than   48   hours   and   not   more   than   10 
business   days   via   electronic   mail   and   pos�ng   to   the   Organiza�on   website.   Delivery   shall   be   assumed   to 
have   been   properly   made   if   the   no�ce   is   sent   to   the   email   address   for   each   Director   member   that   is   on 
file   with   the   Secretary. 

Section   11.    Quorum   and   Proxies.   

A   majority   of   the   total   number   of   Directors   shall   cons�tute   a   quorum   for   the   transac�on   of   business   at 
any   mee�ng   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee;   but,   if   less   than   a   majority   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee   are 
present   at   said   mee�ng,   a   majority   of   the   Members   present   may   adjourn   the   mee�ng   without   further 
no�ce.   Proxies   shall   be   permi�ed. 

Section   12.    Manner   of   Acting.   

The   act   of   a   modified   consensus   of   the   Directors   present   at   a   mee�ng   at   which   a   quorum   is   present   shall 
be   the   act   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee,   unless   a   greater   majority   is   required   by   law   or   by   these   Bylaws.   A 
supermajority,   where   required,   consists   of   2/3   or   66%   or   greater   of   the   total   number   of   those   able   to 
vote. 

Section   13.    Compensation.   

No   Director   shall   receive   compensa�on   for   their   services,but   may   be   reimbursed   for   reasonable 
expenses.    Nothing   herein   shall   be   construed   to   preclude   any   Director   from   providing   services   to   the 
Organiza�on   and   receiving   compensa�on   therefor,   provided   the   services   are   approved   by   ac�on   of   the 
Steering   Commi�ee   and   the   person   providing   those   services   is   professionally   qualified   to   provide   such 
services. 

Section   14.    Informal   Action.   

Any   ac�on   may   be   taken   without   a   mee�ng   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee,   if   a   consent   in   wri�ng   se�ng 
forth   the   ac�on   so   taken,   shall   be   signed   (including   electronic   signature)   by   a   supermajority   of   the 
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Steering   Commi�ee.   Such   ac�on   must   be   entered   into   the   Minutes   of   the   next   Steering   Commi�ee 
mee�ng   held,   with   such   proof   as   is   required   to   demonstrate   the   validity   of   the   vote.  

Section   15.    Resignation/   Removal.  

1) A   Director   may   resign   from   the   Steering   Commi�ee   by   giving   wri�en   no�ce   of   his/her/their 
resigna�on   to   a   Co-Chair   or   other   Officer.   Such   no�ce   may   be   delivered   by   US   Mail   or   electronic 
mail.   Upon   receipt   of   said   no�ce,   the   receiving   Officer   shall   no�fy   the   Steering   Commi�ee   of 
said   resigna�on.   The   Sec retary   shall   update   the   records   of   the   Organization   accordingly.  

2) Except   as   otherwise   provided   by   law,   at   any   meeting   of   the   Steering   Committee   called 
expressly   for   that   purpose,   any   Director   may   be   removed,   with   or   without   cause,   by   a   2/3s 
vote   of   Directors. 

3) A   Director    shall   forfeit   their   position   as   Director   if   they   (1)   are   a   stated   candidate   for   public 
office   or   sitting   elected   official;   (2)   exhibit   excessive   poor   attendance,   which   shall   mean 
unexplained   absence   at   three   (3)    consecu�ve     Steering   Commi�ee   mee�ngs;    (4)    they   no   longer 
maintain   their   primary   residence   in   the   49th   ward.   Upon   no�ce   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee   of 
any   of   the   disqualifying   criteria   named   in   this   sec�on,   and   affirma�on   thereof   by   an   Officer,   a 
Director   shall   be   assumed   to   have   resigned   his/her/their   posi�on   on   the   Steering   Commi�ee. 
The   resigna�on   becomes   effec�ve   seven   (7)   business   days   following   affirma�on   by   the   Officer   or 
the   last   missed   mee�ng,   whichever   comes   first.  

4) A   director   removed   involuntarily   may   pe��on   for   reinstatement   by   presen�ng   a   wri�en   pe��on, 
in   reasonable   wri�en   format,   to   the   Co-Chairs   for   considera�on.   The   Co-chairs   may,   at   their 
discre�on,   present   the   pe��on   for   considera�on   by   the   Steering   Commi�ee   or   deny   the   pe��on 
by   providing   no�ce   in   wri�ng   to   the   pe��oner   with   five   (5)   days   of   receipt.   A   pe��on   that   is 
accepted   by   the   Co-Chairs   must   be   presented   on   the   agenda   of   the   next   Steering   Commi�ee 
mee�ng,   where   it   may   be   considered   and   voted   by   the   Directors.   Any   decision   to   reinstate   must 
be   affirmed   by   a   2/3s   vote   of   the   Directors,   which   must   also   include   the   affirma�ve   votes   of   the 
Co-Chairs.  

Section   16.   Robert's   Rules   of   Order 

Except   as   herein   provided,   all   proceedings   of   the   Organiza�on   shall   be   governed   by   the   current   edi�on   of 
Robert's   Rules   of   Order   Revised.  

Section   17. Co-Chairs.   

The   Co-Chairs   shall   be   the   chief   execu�ve   officers   of   Network   49   NFP   and   shall: 

● Facilitate   the   business   and   meetings   of   Network   49   NFP.  
● Sign   any   contracts   or   other   instruments   or   documents   which   the   Steering   Committee   has 

authorized   to   be   executed;  
● R epresent   the   Organiza�on   externally; 
● Preside   over   all   mee�ngs   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee,   the   Execu�ve   Commi�ee,   and   of   the 

Membership;In   his/her/their   absence,   the   Treasurer   shall   preside   and,   if   there   are   no   Co-Chairs 
or   Treasurer,   any   other   Steering   Commi�ee/Steering   Commi�ee   Member 

● Make   public   statements   on   behalf   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee; 
● Approve   in   advance   all   public   statements   from   the   Organiza�on   including   all   press   releases; 
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● Supervise   the   affairs   of   the   organiza�on   in   accordance   with   the   policies   and   programs   of   the 
Steering   Commi�ee; 

● Raise   funds   for   the   Organiza�on;   presents   an   annual   budget   for   approval   by   the   Steering 
Commi�ee; 

● Present   an   annual   report   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee; 
● Conduct   delibera�ons   with   and   among   board   members   by   email   or   teleconference   as   long   as   a 

record   is   kept   and   sent   to   the   Secretary; 
● Appoint   ad   hoc   commi�ee   to   expire   in   one   year   unless   otherwise   specified; 
● Invite   newly   elected   directors   who   have   not   taken   office   to   par�cipate,   but   not   vote,   in   Steering 

Commi�ee   delibera�ons. 
● A   Co-Chair   may   serve   no   more   than   two   (2)   complete   consecutive   two   (2)   year   terms.  

Section   18.      Secretary.  

   The   Secretary   may   serve   two   consecu�ve   full   terms   of   two   (2)   years   each   and   shall: 

● Conduct   Biennial   elections   for   Directors 
● Take   attendance   at   and   keep   the   minutes   of   the   meetings   of   the   Steering   Committee;  
● Keep   records   of   elections,   meetings   of   the   Steering   Committee,   the   Executive   Committee   and   the 

Membership,   and   decisions   of   the   Steering   Committee   and   the   Executive   Committee; 
● See   that   all   notices   are   duly   given   in   accordance   with   the   provisions   of   the   Bylaws   or   as 

required   by   law;  
● Be   custodian   of   the   corporate   records   and   seal;  
● Conduct   voting   of   the   Steering   Committee   and   perform   such   other   duties   as   from   time   to   time 

may   be   assigned   to   him   by   the   Co-Chairs   or   by   the   Steering   Committee.   It   will   be   the 
responsibility   of   the   Secretary   to   ensure   that   there   are   agendas   for   each   Steering   Committee 
and   public   meeting,   circulated   to   the   Steering   Committee   at   least   48   hours   in   advance,   and   for 
the   Members   of   Network   49   NFP. 

● Publish   a   list   of   members   eligible   to   vote   not   less   than   five   (5)   days,   nor   more   than   ten   (10)   days 
prior   to   the   Annual   Mee�ng. 

When   a   vacancy   of   Secretary   or   Ac�ng   Secretary   occurs,   a   new   Ac�ng   Secretary   shall   be   appointed   by 
the   Steering   Commi�ee.   This   Ac�ng   Secretary   shall   serve   the   remaining   term   of   the   vacated   Secretary   or 
Ac�ng   Secretary.   The   appointment   of   this   Ac�ng   Secretary   shall   terminate   upon   the   comple�on   of   this 
said   remaining   term   and   a   new   Secretary   is   elected   by   the   Membership. 

Section   19.    Treasurer.  

The   Treasurer   shall   be   responsible   for   all   funds   and   securi�es   of   Network   49   NFP,   receive   and   give 
receipts   for   monies   due   and   payable   to   Network   49   NFP,   authorize   expenditures,   monitor   contribu�ons 
and   payment   of   dues,   and   deposit   all   such   monies   in   the   name   of   Network   49   NFP   in   such   banks,   trust 
companies   or   other   depositories   as   shall   be   selected   in   accordance   with   the   provisions   of   the   Bylaws. 
The   Treasurer   shall   provide   such   financial   reports   as   may   be   required   to   maintain   the   Organiza�on’s   legal 
standing   and   perform   such   other   du�es   as   from   �me   to   �me   may   be   assigned   to   him   by   the   Co-Chairs   or 
by   the   Steering   Commi�ee.  

The   Treasurer   may   serve   two   consecu�ve   full   terms   of   two   years   each,   and   shall 
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When   a   vacancy   of   Treasurer   or   Ac�ng   Treasurer   occurs,   a   new   Ac�ng   Treasurer   shall   be   appointed   by 
the   Steering   Commi�ee.   This   Ac�ng   Treasurer   shall   serve   the   remaining   term   of   the   vacated   Treasurer   or 
Ac�ng   Treasurer.   The   appointment   of   this   Ac�ng   Treasurer   shall   terminate   upon   the   comple�on   of   this 
said   remaining   term   and   a   new   Treasurer   is   elected   by   the   Directors. 

Section   20:   Committees 

The   Officers   may   create   any   Commi�ee   that   is   necessary   for   the   work   of   the   Organiza�on,   provided   the 
following: 

● Each   Commi�ee   shall   have   a   chair,   who   is   a   Member   in   good   standing   of   the   Organiza�on. 
● Each   Commi�ee   may   have   other   Officers   as   may   be   necessary,   provided   that   any   Officer   of   a 

Commi�ee   shall   also   be   a   Member   in   good   standing   of   the   Organiza�on 
● Each   Commi�ee   shall   have   not   less   than   three   (3)   members,   of   whom   a   majority   shall   be 

Members   in   good   standing   of   the   Organiza�on. 
● Each   Commi�ee   shall   conduct   business   in   regular   mee�ngs   open   to   members   of   the   Commi�ee 

and   members   of   the   general   public,   as   appropriate. 
● Each   Commi�ee   shall   strive   to   achieve   consensus   in   making   decisions,   but   may   adopt   formal 

ac�ons   by   a   simple   majority   of   the   Commi�ee.  
● Each   Commi�ee   shall   maintain   a   list   of   its   members,   whether   Members   of   the   Organiza�on   or 

not,   and   provide   that   list   to   the   Secretary   of   the   Organiza�on. 
● Each   Commi�ee   shall   name   a   Commi�ee   member   to   keep   minutes   of   the   Commi�ee.   Such 

minutes   shall   be   provided   to   the   Secretary   within   five   (5)   business   days   of   any   Commi�ee 
mee�ng   duly   called   and   held.  

● The   Minutes   of   each   Commi�ee   Mee�ng   shall   include,   but   not   be   limited   to,   the   date   and 
loca�on   of   such   mee�ng,   the   names   and   Membership   status   of   those   par�cipa�ng,   the   names 
and   affilia�ons   of   any   guests,   and   a   summary   of   any   business.   If   a   Commi�ee   voted   to   take   a 
formal   ac�on,   such   Ac�on   should   be   described   in   sufficient   detail   as   to   inform   the   Steering 
Commi�ee   along   with   the   vote   results   for   that   ac�on. 

Section   21:   Steering   Committee   Business   Actions 

At   any   mee�ng   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee,   a   Co-Chair   or   his/her/their   designate   shall   Chair   the   mee�ng: 

● Each   Mee�ng   shall   have   an   agenda,   which   shall   have   been   circulated   to   the   Directors   not   less 
than   48   hours   prior   to   the   mee�ng. 

● The   Directors   may   amend   or   modify   the   Agenda   at   the   mee�ng   by   a   simple   majority   of   the 
Directors   present. 

● The   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   conduct   business   in   regular   mee�ngs   open   to   members   of   the 
Organiza�on   and   members   of   the   general   public,   as   appropriate. 

● The   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   strive   to   achieve   consensus   in   making   decisions,   but   may   adopt 
formal   ac�ons   by   a   simple   majority   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee.  

● The   Secretary   shall   maintain   a   list   of   Directors   and   call   roll   at   each   Mee�ng   of   the   Directors. 
● The   Secretary,   or   another   Director   so   designated   by   the   Chair   in   the   absence   of   the   Secretary, 

shall   keep   minutes   of   any   mee�ng   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee.   Such   minutes   shall   be   compiled   by 
the   Secretary   within   five   (5)   business   days   following      any   Steering   Commi�ee   mee�ng   duly   called 
and   held   and   shared   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee.  
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● The   Minutes   of   each   Steering   Commi�ee   Mee�ng   shall   include,   but   not   be   limited   to,   the   date 
and   loca�on   of   such   mee�ng,   the   names   of   Directors   par�cipa�ng,   the   names   and   affilia�ons   of 
any   guests,   and   a   summary   of   any   business.   If   the   Steering   Commi�ee   voted   to   take   a   formal 
ac�on,   such   Ac�on   should   be   described   in   sufficient   detail   as   to   inform   the   Organiza�on,   along 
with   the   vote   results   for   that   ac�on. 

● The   Steering   Commi�ee   may   meet   in   Execu�ve   Session   to   discuss   ma�ers   involving   legal   ma�ers 
of   the   Organiza�on   or   a   confiden�al   ma�er   involving   a   Member   or   Director,   where   a   reasonable 
expecta�on   of   privacy   or   confiden�ality   may   be   expected   by   that   Member   or   Director.   If   the 
Steering   Commi�ee   shall   meet   in   Execu�ve   Session,   the   purpose   of   the   session   shall   be   recorded 
in   the   Minutes   of   the   mee�ng. 

● Minutes   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   be   published   to   the   Organiza�on   website   and   made 
available   to   any   Member   upon   request. 

The   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   report   on   its   ac�vi�es   to   the   Membership   via   electronic   communica�on, 
publica�on,   or   presenta�on   at   a   Membership   Mee�ng,   provided   that   such   reports   are   provided   not   less 
than   once   per   calendar   quarter. 

ARTICLE   IV 

MEMBERSHIP 

Section   1.   Members. 

Network   49   NFP   shall   be   comprised   of   Members.   A   person   who   is   a   resident   of   the   49th   Ward   may   be 
eligible   for   Membership,   provided   he/she/they   meet   the   minimum   qualifica�ons   for   membership   and 
are   in   good   standing.   Membership   must   be   renewed   on   not   less   than   an   Annual   basis   by   any   person 
wishing   to   be   a   Member.   A   person   may   become   a   Member   at   any   �me   during   the   calendar   year. 

Section   2.   Qualifications   for   Membership. 

To   become   a   Member,   a   person   must   (1)   reside   in   the   49 th    Ward   of   the   City   of   Chicago;   (2)   have   signed   a 
Membership   Card   or   other   wri�en   document   sta�ng   his/her/their   desire   to   be   a   Member;   (3)   have 
a�ended   and   signed   in   to   two   Network   49   Membership   Mee�ngs   in   the   prior   six   months;   and   (4)   be 
current   on   dues.  

There   shall   be   one   class   of   Membership. 

Section   3.   Rights   of   Members. 

Any   Members   of   Network   49   who   is   in   good   standing   at   the   start   of   the   calendar   quarter   shall   be   en�tled 
to   exercise   the   rights   of   Membership,   which   may   include: 

1. Placing   the   names   of   Members   in   nomina�on   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee. 
2. Vo�ng   in   elec�ons   for   the   Network   49   Steering   Commi�ee. 
3. Par�cipa�ng   in   votes   of   the   Members,   including,   but   not   limited   to   selec�on   of   preferred 

candidates   for   endorsement   by   the   Organiza�on.  

Section   4.   Membership   Dues.  
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1) A   Member   shall   pay   annual   dues   to   retain   good   standing   in   the   Organiza�on.   The   Steering 
Commi�ee   shall   establish   the   Annual   Dues   Schedule   at   the   Annual   Mee�ng   of   the   Organiza�on. 

2)    The   Steering   Commi�ee   may   provide   for   �ers   of   Membership   Dues. 
3) The   schedule   of   Membership   Dues   may   not   be   changed,   except   at   the   Annual   Mee�ng. 
4) The   Treasurer   shall   be   responsible   for   collec�ng   Dues   and   repor�ng   to   the   Secretary   the   names 

of   all   Members   who   have   paid   dues. 
5) The   organiza�on   shall   accept   payment   of   dues   in   the   form   of   US   monies   in   cash,   check,   or   via 

electronic   payment.  
6) A   person   wishing   to   be   a   Member,   but   for   whom   the   Dues   presents   a   Hardship,   may   apply   for   a 

Hardship   Waiver   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee.   The   Steering   Commi�ee   shall   provide   a   form   or 
process   for   such   applica�on.   The   Steering   Commi�ee   may   authorize   any   member   to   receive   a 
Hardship   Waiver   by   Steering   Commi�ee   ac�on.  

7) A   member   may   be   on   a   quarterly   basis,   provided   that   payment   is   made   by   electronic   funds 
withdrawal   or   online   credit   card   charges   and   charges   are   posted   not   less   than   one   business   day 
prior   to   the   quarter   for   which   membership   is   being   paid. 

8) Any   member   who   is   past   due   on   Dues   for   more   than   five   (5)   business   days   shall   be   considered   in 
default   of   dues   and   shall   have   all   membership   privileges   suspended   un�l   dues   are   current.  

9) Any   member   who   wishes   to   cancel   membership   may   do   so.  
10) Membership   dues   are   not   refundable. 
11) Any   payment   or   contribu�on   made   by   a   Member   to   the   organiza�on   above   and   beyond   the   cost 

of   dues   may   be   credited   as   a   charitable   dona�on   to   the   extent   allowed   by   law.  

Section   5.   Membership   List. 

1) Network   49’s   membership   list   is   the   property   of   the   organiza�on.   The   list   shall   be   made   available 
to   board   members,   officers   or   commi�ee   volunteers   to   contact   members   for   the   following 
reasons:  

● to   renew   their   dues  
● to   a�end   Organiza�on   func�ons  
● to   par�cipate   in   a   telephone   tree   or   other   lobbying   effort   for   Network   49   endorsed 

legisla�on   or   which   is   in   line   with   previously   endorsed   Organiza�on   posi�ons   or 
● To   raise   funds   for   Network   49  
● Any   other   purpose   approved   by   a   majority   vote   of   the   State   Steering   Commi�ee  

2)   The   Secretary   of   the   Organiza�on   shall   maintain   an   accurate   and   up-to-date   Membership   List.  

3)   Such   list   shall   be   available   at   each   mee�ng   of   the   Organiza�ons   where   Members   may   par�cipate 
and/or   cast   votes   on   organiza�on   business. 

ARTICLE   V  

AMENDMENTS   TO   BYLAWS 

Amendments,   altera�ons   or   the   repeal   of   these   Bylaws   may   be   proposed   in   wri�en   form   by   any   member 
of   the   Steering   Commi�ee   or   through   a   pe��on   signed   by   at   least   three   percent   of   the   Members   listed 
in   the   most   recent   directory   of   membership   maintained   by   the   Secretary.  
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All   amendments   properly   presented   and   cer�fied   by   the   Secretary   shall   be   discussed   at   a   physical   or 
teleconference   mee�ng   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee,   at   which   a   quorum   is   present,   provided   that   at   least 
ten   (10)   and   not   more   than   30   days   no�ce   is   provided   to   the   Membership.  

Any   changes      may   be   adopted   by   super-majority   vote   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee   present. 

ARTICLE   VI 

INDEMNIFICATION 

The   Organiza�on   shall   indemnify   any   person   who   was   or   is   a   party   or   is   threatened   to   be   made   a   party   to 
or   witness   in   any   threatened,   pending,   or   completed   ac�on,   suit,   or   proceeding,   whether   civil,   criminal, 
administra�ve,   or   inves�ga�ve,   by   reason   of   the   fact   that   he   or   she   is   or   was   a   member,   director,   officer, 
employee   or   agent   of   the   corpora�on   against   expenses   (including   a�orneys’   fees),   judgments,   fines,   and 
amounts   paid   in   se�lement   actually   and   reasonably   incurred   by   that   person   in   connec�on   with   such 
ac�on,   suit,   or   proceeding   to   the   fullest   extent   and   in   the   manner   set   forth   in   and   permi�ed   by   the 
Illinois   General   Not   For   Profit   Corpora�on   Act   and   any   other   applicable   law,   as   from   �me   to   �me   in 
effect.  

Such   right   of   indemnifica�on   shall   not   be   deemed   exclusive   of   any   other   rights   to   which   such   member, 
director,   or   officer   may   be   en�tled   apart   from   the   foregoing   provisions.   The   foregoing   provisions   of   this 
Ar�cle   shall   be   deemed   to   be   a   contract   between   the   corpora�on   and   each   member,   director,   and   officer 
who   serves   in   such   capacity   at   any   �me   while   this   Ar�cle   and   the   relevant   provisions   of   the   Illinois 
General   Not   For   Profit   Corpora�on   Act   and   other   applicable   law,   if   any,   are   in   effect.  

Any   repeal   or   modifica�on   thereof   shall   not   affect   any   rights   or   obliga�ons   then   exis�ng   with   respect   to 
any   state   of   facts   then   or   theretofore   exis�ng,   or   any   ac�on,   suit,   or   proceeding   theretofore   or   therea�er 
brought   or   threatened,   based   in   whole   or   in   part   on   any   such   state   of   facts,   provided   however,   that   the 
corpora�on   shall   not   so   indemnify   such   person,   or   purchase   or   maintain   indemnity   insurance   for   the 
benefit   of   such   person,   in   the   event   such   indemnifica�on   or   expenditure   would   either   (i)   then   cons�tute 
an   act   of   "self-dealing"   or   a   "taxable   expenditure,"   as   defined   by   Sec�ons   4941   (d)(1)   and   4945   (d), 
respec�vely,   of   the   Internal   Revenue   Code   of   1954,   as   amended   (or   the   corresponding   provision   of   any 
future   United   States   Internal   Revenue   Code,   as   amended),   or   (ii)   violate   the   provision   of   any   laws   of   the 
State   of   Illinois.  

ARTICLE   VII 

CONFLICTS   OF   INTEREST 

Any   person   who   may   receive   a   private   benefit   by   their   membership   in   or   service   as   a   director   of   the 
Organiza�on,   including   compensa�on,   employment,   or   other   material   benefit,   shall   disclose   such   actual 
or   poten�al   private   benefit   as   a   Conflict   of   Interest   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee.   The   Steering   Commi�ee 
shall   decide   if   a   Conflict   of   Interest,   whether   perceived   or   actual   exists   and   the   appropriate   ac�on   to 
avoid   improper   use   of   a   posi�on   within   the   organiza�on   for   private   benefit   of   a   Member   or   Director. 
Such   benefit   shall   not   extend   to   benefits   of   associa�on   that   may   occur   between   members   which   is   not 
known   to   the   Steering   Commi�ee,   nor   undertaken   at   the   direc�on   of   the   Steering   Commi�ee,   Officers 
or   Directors.  

 


